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Sunday morning Education Classes for all ages at 9: 00 a.m.
If your child needs a ride to or from Sunday School, please call or e-mail the church office.  

Ladies’ Mid-week Bible Class     - Classes are every Wednesday afternoon at 1 p.m.  All ladies
are invited to join us for this mid-week class.  
Monday evening Ladies’ Bible Study  - This Bible study is held the 2nd and 4th Monday of the
month.  Please join us January 12th and 26th at 7 p.m.   Please call for location. 
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2008 Giving Statements will be in your church mailbox 
Saturday, January 10th and Sunday, January 11th. 

Reminder - Board Meetings Saturday, January 10th
-Elders - 8:00 a.m.
-Trustees, Deacons, Parish Fellowship & Education - 8:30 a.m.
-Council Meeting - 9:00 a.m.

*Breakfast and sweet rolls will be served.



Dear Members and Friends, 

Most of us are starting the New Year with worries about the economy. Then, there is the recent severe
winter weather with snow, ice-storms, heavy rain, high winds, and tornadoes crossing over our nation.
Our country is also at war overseas. Some of us have recently lost our loved ones and others are
dealing with continued sickness. 

I do not want to minimize or take our problems lightly. However, I think it is just as important to
remember the following and, hopefully, it will help to balance things out. The Lord willing, in spite of
everything, I hope we can see how fortunate we are in many ways and are very blessed. 

1. If you could fit the entire population of the world into a village consisting of 100 people: 

6 people would possess 59% of the wealth and they would all come from the USA. 

80 would live in poverty. 

70 would be illiterate. 

50 would suffer from hunger and malnutrition. 

1 would be dying. 

1 would be being born. 

1 would own a computer. 

1 (yes, only one) would have a university degree. 

2. If you woke up this morning in good health, you have more luck than one million people who
won't live through the week. 

3. If you have never experienced the horror of war, the solitude of prison, the pain of torture, or
were not close to death from starvation, then you were better off than 500 million people. 

4. If you can go to your place of worship without fear that someone will assault you, then you are
luckier than 3 billion (that’s right) people.

5. If you have a full fridge, clothes on your back, a roof over your head, and a place to sleep, you
are wealthier than 75% of the world’s population. 

 

6. If you currently have money in the bank, in your wallet, and a few coins in your purse, you are



one of 8 of the privileged few amongst the 100 people in the world. 

7. If your parents are still alive and still married, you're a rare individual. 

8. If you're able to read this, you're extremely lucky, because you don't comprise one of the 2
billion people who can’t read. 

9. You are one of 30% who believe in Jesus as their Savior, while 70% do not. 

(These nine points were originally found on the Internet and received in an email from a friend with
some revisions by Pastor McGhghy) 

My prayer for you this new year is that your: 

*soul be filled with His peace, 

*heart is brimming with hope, 

*mind is focused on Jesus' forgiveness and love, 

*spirit is overflowing with Christ's inner joy, 

*life is filled with thankfulness. 

God continues to bless us with saving faith, faithful families and friends, and a caring fellowship at
church. We are spiritually wealthy whether rich or poor, in health or in sickness, in work or out of
work, in happiness or in sadness, in life or in death, for we are the Lord's. 

Happy New Year! 

Pastor Paul G. McGhghy

P.S.  October-November were very busy months at Faith.  We served 7 church dinners, 1 dinner as a
fund raiser, 1 funeral dinner, and 2 lunches for a total of 11 activities.  These past few months have
been very busy.  Thank you for the different leaders who led the events as well as to everyone for
helping by donating food and serving.  Excuse the pun, thank you for “stepping up to the plate!” 
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Our monthly commitment is $183.33.  We have made our payments for the
months of July-November in the amount of $916.65.  We will be sponsoring
a  Rummage Sale on Saturday, February 7th.  Proceeds from this sale will go

to the CID mission commitment.  
            

Mission / Evangelism Opportunities
LWML Mite Box Weekend        January 17 & 18

Food Collection Weekend for Food Pantry  January 24 & 25

Dear Pastor McGhghy,
Thank you so much for facilitating our Benefit Concert and Dinner!  Special
thanks to the Elders and church family as well.  All was a great success and
very enjoyable!  Monies raised to help the local program too.              

Sincerely, Mary Hughes, Dove, Inc.

Dear Faith,  Please thank all the “help” - cooks, servers and any others who helped to make our annual
dinner such a success!  The banquet room was beautifully decorated and the meal was delicious.  Your
church secretary was most helpful.  Thank you again.    

Gail Price, 1st VP Moultrie County Historical and Genealogical Society

Dear Members,
     It was a wonderful time to worship together this past Christmas Eve and Day with some members
who were home from considerable distances, friends from the area, and fellow members.  
     Anne and myself thank you for the many cards, Christmas gifts, pictures, cookies and heartfelt
hugs.  Thank you for the very generous Christmas donation permitting us to purchase a laptop
computer from Jay Martin.  It will be a great blessing enabling me to continue doing church business
when at hospitals, at conferences, or those times when I am with Karen in Boston.  You are so kind
and generous.
     Thank you to our church staff, Linda Scheer and Eleanor Martin.  Linda is always faithful in
keeping our church clean and Eleanor in keeping us informed and organized.
     Thank you to everyone for making our church, the Lord’s house, a beautiful place with the
decorations and poinsettias.  Thank you to everyone  who assisted and led us in worship with the
special services.  God’s blessings, peace and joy. 

Anne, Karen, Kristen and Pastor

On behalf of Carolyn and myself, we wish to thank our church family for the wonderful Christmas gift. 
                      Pastor Glenn Strohschein



Christmas Blessings
To the Carolers of Faith, 
Thank you ever so much for Christmas caroling at Sullivan Health Care Center.  Bill and I truly
enjoyed your visit, and it really touched our hearts as we were able to join with you in singing “Silent
Night.”  God’s blessings to all of you this Christmas.   
                                                              Fran & Bill Handley

Phyllis Lane called on Christmas Eve and wishes everyone a Merry Christmas.  She misses
worshiping at Faith as well as the Wednesday Bible Class.  She is looking forward to returning home
next month.  She is tired from all of the snow that has been falling in Chicago as she visits her family.  

Margie Nedden called on Christmas Eve and wishes everyone a Merry Christmas.  She was very
happy with the Christmas box of homemade cookies she received.  She is enjoying her new residence
in Bloomington close by her son.  She indicated that she wished she would have done this several
years ago.  
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You may bring in your items beginning Sunday, January 18th.  

Proceeds for CID Missions.

Transportation Needs
Ed and Vickie Spencer and Deanie White enjoy worshiping at Faith on Saturday evenings.  
Transportation is needed for them.  Lesa Robison’s uncle and aunt hope to bring her to Saturday
services, but there may be times  we will have to supply transportation.  All are able to get in and out
of cars or vans.  If anyone is interested in serving, please talk with Pastor or Eleanor

Sullivan Ministerial After-School Program 
They currently have 23-25 students involved at this time.  Volunteers are still needed to help with driving,
snacks, homework helpers, and activity time.  This program is held Tuesday and Thursday from 3-5:30 p.m. 
Please talk to Pastor if you would like to help out.

Fields of Grace Workcamp in Moultrie County, July 1 2-18, 2009
Workcamp is an extensive one-week trip of approximately 400 youth from different Christian
denominations that help them grow in Christian faith through service.  Individuals and youth from
around the country will spend one week in our community performing hands-on home repair projects
for anyone, especially elderly, low income and disabled families.  There are no income requirements. 
Labor and materials are free.  Roofing repairs, electric, plumbing, and heating are not eligible for this
project.  Applications are held in strictest confidence and applying does not guarantee that your home
will be selected.  For additional information please contact the First United Methodist Church.
Phone:217-828-0756 or  E-Mail: FieldsofGrace@Live.com
Deadline to turn in applications is Friday, January 2nd. 



Good News For Life - Life Sunday will be celebrated Saturday, January 10th and
Sunday, January 11th 
“Be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a
crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world,
holding fast to the word of life …” Philippians 2:15-16a

“This Little Gospel Light of Mine” is more than a cute children’s song! It’s what we
are called to be and do! Paul says we are “holding fast to the word of life” (Philippians 2:16) we are to also
hold it out and “shine as lights in the world.” The “word of life” is the Good News of Jesus Christ who came
into this dark world of sin as the light of salvation. And the Good News of Jesus Christ is more than nice
sounding words. It’s Good News that speaks to us in our everyday lives. It’s Good News FOR Life! “Let it
shine, let it shine, let it shine!” 
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Bill Handley January 13
Vickie Spencer January 18  
Mary Flint January 19
Shirley Buff January 29  
Ethel England (89) January 30  



TAKE IT TO THE LORD IN PRAYER

Prayer is vital and a privilege for us.  The following is a summary listing of prayers that we had each
week in church during December.  Together, we remember families and friends in prayer.  A listing
gives us a chance to see how God’s hand has blessed our loved ones.
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For Helen Banks , for her continued, dramatic improved health.  

For Glenda Banks, Helen Bank’s daughter-in-law, who had surgery on December 3rd, is home and doing well. 

For Diane Barnes and Vickie Spencer , who have returned home to Sullivan Health Care after being
hospitalized.  

For Ed Spencer’s father, who has returned home.

For Jerry Bowman , who returned home from overseas on December 15th. 

For Sullivan High School Singers and New Generation Director, Jesse Diaz , whose health is improving and he
is staying with his parents in the Chicago area. 

For Keith Floyd who had surgery, is home and doing well.  

For Mike Hagen, who has received a very encouraging report regarding his lungs and bones.  The liver is being
addressed with treatment.  

For the baptism of Eli Havens , son of Ben & Sarah Havens.   

For Mark Mathias , who had successful double by-pass surgery on Monday, December 15 at St. John’s Hospital
in Springfield.  He is home and doing well.  

For Richard Skidis , who has returned home after overseas duty.

For Rick Sloan, who has returned home after heart transplant surgery.

For their improved health: Helen Banks,  Mike Hagen, Robert Lane,  Rick Sloan,  Dee Dee Smith, Lois
Watson, and Deanie White.

For our children as they shared the Christmas Story.

For the dedication of the 2009 offering envelopes and the opportunity to give offerings to our Savior.

For the 160th Anniversary Celebration of the First Presbyterian Church in Sullivan held December 14th.  

Thank you for all the extra help with the Sunday School Christmas practices and meals, the Ladies’ Advent
Dinner, the Church Christmas dinner, and decorating of the church.

For the dedication of the Habitat Home held December 21st at 3 p.m. in Sullivan.

For the wonderful response to: 

-the “Angel Tree” prison ministry.  8 children have received gifts this Christmas.  

-For the 13 care packages for our military who are serving overseas and the gift cards for those who are serving
in the states.    

-For our Christmas care packages for the homebound members and friends of Faith - 15 were delivered.  Thank
you for the generous donations. Cookies were made by members of Faith along with the Fellowship of Christian
Athletes.  

For Jackie & Madison Beitz and Larry & Melissa Coers, as they were unharmed after an accident in the
flooding on Saturday, December 27th. 

                                   



                                                            Love and Concern

For Debbie Farris , from Cowden, who has a tumor in her right lung.  She is receiving chemotherapy treatment.

For Aaron & Amanda Kaufman, with the loss of Amanda’s mother, Mary Herschberger on December 5th. 

For Gertrude Lane , Jackie Brown’s mother and Phyllis Lane’s mother-in-law, who is having health
complications.

For Ruth Sandrisser’s brother, Kurt Miltenberger , who has been diagnosed with cancer.

For Billy Richardson , the Road Commissioner of Dalton City, who was in a car accident.  He is currently in
Chicago for therapy and rehab.  

For Mike Rollins , with the loss of his brother, Jim, of Springfield.  

For Mary Short , Jackie Callahan and Deanie White’s mother, whose health is declining.  She is at Sullivan
Health Care Center.

For Jeanette Shirley , Kevin Shirley’s mother, who is hospitalized with meningitis at Sarah Bush Lincoln
Hospital.

For Dee Dee Smith , who has started additional chemotherapy treatments.

For Mary Smith, Tom Houser’s grandmother, who is suffering from congestive heart failure and pneumonia. 

Please attend to the health needs of: Helen Banks,  Mike Hagen, Karen McGhghy, Mike Mitch ell, and 

Sandy Zujewski.

For the homeless and hungry this week and every week in America that their needs are addressed with
kindness and generosity.

For our college and university students who are on break and have joined us in worship.

For love and forgiveness to others as You show to us.

For time in our day to spend with You in Your Word.

For our loved ones who are serving in the armed forces and their families. 

For our loved ones who are homebound.

We remember the families who have lost their loved ones.

That we always share the Gospel and grow in the fruits of the Spirit.

For everyone with their holiday travels and for the coming New Year.

For our nation’s citizens with the snow and ice storms, flooding and tornadoes. 



First Quarter Sullivan High School Honor Roll; High Honors - 

Freshman Alex Bailey

Taken from Nov. 27 Graphic-Clarion

Students who have earned academic honors for the first quarter.

-High Honors - Junior Justin Schuring; Sophomore Daniel Allen

-Honorable Mention - Senior Amanda Stack

Taken from Dec. 3 News Progress and Dec. 4 Graphic-Clarion

-Shotgun awards debut in Sullivan.  Jordan Waldhoff  received the Most Improved Teen Actor Award.

-Arthur Christmas Concert to be held December 9th.  Christy Allen  plays the French Horn as part of the 5th &
6th grade band and Justin Schuring is a member of the High School Chorus.

-Justin Schuring, a junior running back, was named Most Valuable Player, was varsity captain, Offensive
Player of the Year, and earned two spots on the Little Okaw Valley Conference All-Conference First Team.

-Sullivan over Knights in season opener.  Justin Schuring scored two and Daniel Allen played, but did not
score.  Scoring for Sullivan was Tyler Frerichs, three; Mead Flannell two, and Chad Frerichs played, but
did not score.

Taken from Dec. 24 News Progress and Dec. 25 Graphic-Clarion

-Tasha Verdeyen  is presented with keys to her new home at the Moultrie County Habitat for Humanity House
Blessing.

-Justin Schuring  scores 11 in game against Martinsville.

-Lynette Yarnell , Consumer & Mortgage Loan Officer at First Mid-Illinois Bank & Trusts, has announced plans
to retire December 31st. 

-Mead Flannell , wrestles the ball away from a Windsor defender.

-Coach Dale Schuring was very satisfied after Knights defeat Tuscola and Central A&M; improve 2-1.  

Justin Schuring and Daniel Allen are members of the team.

Taken from Dec. 11 Tri-County Journal

-Travis Hanson has qualified for regional competition in the 50 Free and 50 Fly.

Taken from Dec. 17 News Progress and Dec. 18 Graphic-Clarion.

-Justin Schuring scored two in game against Decatur Lutheran and 7 in game against Stew-Stras.

-Grades 5-12 presented their annual Winter Concert on December 9th.  Justin Schuring was part of the group
that performed “O Sifuni Mungo.”   Christy Allen is a member of the 6th grade chorus.

-Garrett Grohler helped set up the server and computers for the AFTER (Area For Total Education and
Recreation) program held in Sullivan.

-Jacqueline Handley , Bill & Fran Handley’s granddaughter, who was awarded the State Jaycee Scholarship. 
She plans to attend the U of I.  19540 Buckingham, Drive, Mokena, IL 60448



Keeping the Lutheran Hour float www.petalpushers.org/ afloat demands a year-
round effort. Volunteers handle planning, designing, promoting, and recruiting. 

The Lutheran Hour float is a 59-year tradition in the longstanding New Year's Day
event, carrying on a mission to provide a Gospel witness to viewers everywhere,
from the parade route along Pasadena's Colorado Boulevard to televisions all over
the world. The Tournament of Roses Parade is watched live on television by
approximately 40 million Americans and by millions more people in 150 countries. 

The Lutheran Hour Float Project relies solely on the generous support of our many Christian friends. The
cost of this project is not included in any budgets of the Lutheran Laymen's League or the Lutheran
Church - Missouri Synod. We hope that you will want to share with us in this ministry. We request your
prayers and appreciate your financial support. 

The Lutheran Hour Float Committee has qualified to receive $1.00 for every $2.00 that a Thrivent
Financial www.thrivent.com/ Member contributes. Please mark the Thrivent Box on the Donation Form
www.petalpushers.org/GivingPlusApplication-LHFC.pdf to designate the Lutheran Hour Float
Committee to receive matching funds. 

In addition to the Thrivent Matching Funds program, Petal Pushers would like to present to you the
following gifts for your support: 

Pillar - a gift of $1,000 or more - receives a Float photo, Parade program, Float Pin, Petal Pushers
sweatshirt, Family Pass to the “Behind the Scenes” Party and two tickets to observe the parade from the
reviewing stand with the LLL delegation. 

Builder - a gift of $500 or more receives a Float photo, Parade program, Float Pin, Petal Pushers
sweatshirt and a Family Pass to the “Behind the Scenes” Party. 

Founder - a gift of $250 or more - receives a Float photo, Parade program, Float Pin and a Petal Pushers
sweatshirt. 

Century - a gift of $100 or more - receives a Float photo, Parade program and a Float Pin. 

Patron - a gift of $50 or more - receives a Float photo and a Lutheran Hour Float Pin. 

Supporter - a gift of $25 or more - receives a Float photo. 
Float photos sent out in February - Parade programs sent out in December 

Please send all gifts to: 
The Lutheran Hour Float Committee 
P.O. Box 1163 
Monrovia, CA 91017-1163 
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LHM-South Africa Volunteer Requests Prayers for Desperate Zimbabweans 

St. Louis, MO, Dec. 22, 2008 - Royce Makonye, a volunteer working with Lutheran Hour Ministries
(LHM)-South Africa, has spent the last 18 months risking much to deliver hope through the Gospel to
his community in neighboring Zimbabwe. Even though he earns a relatively decent salary as a
schoolteacher in the mining town of Kwekwe, his family can only afford to eat porridge at every meal. 

   This is often the sad reality for the many Zimbabweans who have not fled the country for their own
political and economic survival. But over the past several months, living conditions have continued to
deteriorate beyond even the substandard quality of life that many in the country are accustomed to. 

   An outbreak of cholera has claimed more than 1,100 lives and, according to the World Health
Organization, a total of 24,000 cases have been reported so far. This adds to the despair of millions of
Zimbabweans who are already in the midst of a catastrophic economic collapse, chronic food shortage,
and a shaky political system. 

   All of these factors have contributed to the failure of municipal systems, like the water and sewer
system, forcing residents to drink from contaminated wells and streams, creating an environment in
which cholera thrives. The situation is worsened by a health crisis characterized by the closure of major
hospitals, a critical lack of drugs and equipment, and nurses and doctors not being able to come to work.

   Royce is reaching out to LHM-South Africa for prayers and 

1. assistance. On past visits to the LHM-South Africa ministry center, Royce has been able to return
home with Gospel materials, some scarce foodstuffs like salt and beans, along with a cash donation.
These items have opened the door for him to talk to his neighbors about Christ and even enroll several of
them in Bible Correspondence Courses.

   A Lutheran congregation in Vancouver, Canada, has already donated $2,000 to LHM-South Africa to
go towards humanitarian efforts. "They heard about the plight of these people and they wanted to make a
difference," says LHM-South Africa director, Christel Scharlach.
LHM-South Africa has started sending weekly food parcels to help the suffering and starving in
Zimbabwe. The largest parcel yet was sent last weekend and contained food, water purification
chemicals, and clothing donated by the congregation in Vancouver.
   
Please join us in praying for Royce Makonye and the people of Zimbabwe during this especially trying
time. If you would like to support LHM-South Africa's outreach to the suffering people in Zimbabwe,
please visit our online giving page or call 1-800-944-3450, ext. 4275.

   "I thank everyone for caring," says Christel. "May you be blessed this Christmas, not only in knowing
the Savior but also knowing that there will be children, frail, and aged people in Zimbabwe who will live
to hear and experience the love of Christ because you chose to make a difference."



Eli Havens, son of Ben and Sarah, was baptized at Faith on   
Saturday,   December 27th.
 

Mike Rollins , with the loss of his brother, Jim, of Springfield.  
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Coming Events 
1 Faith’s first 2009 meeting will be scheduled when informed about the allotted funds for 2009.   
2 Chapter Thrivent meeting and Officer Appreciation Dinner - Saturday, January 24th at 1 p.m.

at Ryans in Effingham.

2008 Projects for supplemental funding:
1) $400 for our CID missions with a $400 match raised from church rummage sale
2) $900 for office computer and plastic tables with a $900 match raised from our October,

November and December church dinners.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT AND DONATIONS 
FOR THE PROJECTS LISTED ABOVE.  

Coordinators:  Alice Jones, Rev. Paul McGhghy and Amy Rickelman
Thrivent Representative- Elizabeth Houser Phone: 217-797-6307   Cell: 217-962-0189

*Anyone is welcome to attend the Thrivent meetings whether or not you are a Thrivent member.  
*Anyone is welcome to participate in our benevolent activities. You do not need to be a member of
Thrivent.  The goal is to help and serve others!

��������	��
�������
	
�����������
�������	
�������� �����	�
��������		����
������
����
�	����
���������������������



1 Bill Skidmore
3 Jaiden Beckwith
7 Cathy Allen
9 Emmalee Hortenstine
10 Kristen McGhghy
11 Tyler Frerichs, John Hingson, Jr.

Charady Skidis, Nancy Wiley
12 Joshua Goss
13 Bill Handley, Lynette Yarnell
14 Jamie Welty
15 Anne McGhghy
16 Shelly Mathias, Elmo Weaver
17 Kyle Maxwell
18 Vickie Spencer
19 Spencer Bailey, Mary Flint

Jeannie Roehrs
20 Tyler Burich
21 Pastor Paul McGhghy
26 Matthew Inglis
28 Ted Anderson, Ron Hash
29 Shirley Buff
30 Ethel England

5 Chase & Beth Kull
6 Troy & Kari Rogers
14 Rieck & Patti Kendall
16 Robert & Jacki Callahan
19 Dale & Valerie Schuring
22 Matthew & Tara Bates
26 Robert & Carol Baker

2 Andrew Wagner
4 Joe Gaither
8 Jim Scheer
12 Chance Goss, Kylie Goss, Josh Goss
13 Donna Gerber
14 Michelle Hanson
21 Pastor Paul G. McGhghy
25 Shirley Buff
27 Kristen McGhghy
30 Mary Flint

1 Becky Reedy, Jane Blomeley
5 Aletha Lindley
7 Helen Adams
8 Harold H. Baker, Sr.
9 Gertrude Blasage
11 Texas Stokes
12 Sherry Snearly
14 Donald “Wayne” Lane
24 Dr. Greg Welty
26 Tony Ekiss

*Funerals listed were conducted by Faith’s pastors.

* Please call the church office at 
728-7711 or e-mail at 
faithlc@wireless111.com if a date is 
wrong or if a name is not listed.  
Thank you for helping us keep our 
records accurate and up-to-date



        JANUARY 2009 SCHEDULE OF WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS
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4 Grace Rodebaugh
11 Drew Rogers
18 Corynn Kean
25 Gabe Rickelman
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18 Mary Flint in thanksgiving to God for her birthday on Monday, January 19th
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The chart is posted on the bulletin board in the social hall.
If you would like to sponsor a Sunday, please call/e-mail the church office.  Donation for altar flowers is 
$17.00 per week and the donation for the Eternal Light is $17.00 for the month. 




